TO ALL SHEPHERD NEAME CLUBS

OVERSEAS PLAYERS
Week 5 is the deadline for registering overseas players. Overseas exempt status can be granted after Week 5 as long as the player is registered as overseas by Week 5.
We have had a number of complaints that overseas players are playing in the League as exempt players without meeting the qualifying criteria.

The League will take strong action against any clubs where there is proof that this has taken place.

All overseas players must be registered with the League before playing and must be registered on the Play Cricket site prior to playing each season.
Forms for completion for current Exempt overseas players who wish to play 1st or 2nd XI cricket must be completed and return to the Executive Committee prior to playing each season.

Forms for completion of any new Exempt overseas players must be completed and returned to the Executive Committee prior to playing each season.

Previously registered Exempt overseas players who do not wish to play 1st or “nd XI cricket do not need to complete another form.
Overseas Players playing in 1st or 2nd XIs will not be accepted as Exempt unless;

They sign a form declaring that they have been resident in the UK for the past eighteen months.  

They provide information as to their whereabouts in the UK for the past eighteen months and details of any trips out of the UK. The form has been revised to ask for more detailed information. All parts of the form must be completed in full. It is particularly important that the date of UK entry is entered. This must be the date when they started to be ordinarily resident
Clubs are responsible for ensuring that the information they are being given is correct and should make appropriate enquiries to confirm this is the case.

Sample copies of the forms are enclosed. 
Any further copies may be downloaded from the League Website.

These must be completed by the Overseas Player claiming exempt status and countersigned by a club official. They must then be returned to me before the player is permitted to play. If these are in order Overseas Exempt Status will be granted.
In response to some queries from clubs;
Where an overseas player has gained exemption by being resident for the eighteen month period and then leaves the UK for a period greater than the qualifying limit he will not automatically lose his exempt status if he can prove he is still ordinarily resident in the UK. This should be by evidence through bank statements and utility bills and preferably by evidence from his employer. Each case will be treated individually and an explanation of the period out of the country should be sent to me. This will cover players who have to return to their original country to sort out family affairs or have an extended holiday etc. It will not cover someone who lives six months in Australia for example and six months in the UK and has properties in both countries. 
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