4 Henry Villa Close

Colchester

CO4 5XP

21 April 2011

To all Club Secretaries, SNEL

Dear Club Secretary
 
At its meeting on Wednesday evening, the League's Executive Committee considered applications from clubs for registration of certain players in the overseas exempt category. During those discussions, it became very apparent that the information supplied in respect of some of those players was seriously inaccurate. It is the duty of the applying Club to ensure, so far as possible, the accuracy of information supplied in its application. However, recent research undertaken by the Committee, which includes, but is not limited to, the examination of social networking sites, confirms that, in a number of cases, either the time the player had spent out of the UK during the preceding 18 months exceeded the time allowed under the League's regulations, or that other breaches of Rule 12 of the League's Rules had occurred.
 
The Committee takes a very serious view of attempts to circumvent League Rules and has resolved to take appropriate action against a number of players under Rule 20. The players concerned will be suspended from playing in all League or Cup Cricket between May 7th and May 28th (both dates inclusive). 
 
I am writing to advise you that the Committee will closely scrutinise all applications for overseas exempt status, including those already made for the 2011 season. Additionally players that are registered as category 1 but who were not born in the UK may also be investigated to ensure that they are genuinely “ordinarily resident” in the UK. In the event that your Club has made such an application, I would ask you to take a further close look at it to ensure that it is accurate, and to advise Cliff Greenhill immediately and in any event no later than 6th May if you decide that some adjustment is needed.

Any clubs and/or players found guilty of similar offences in the future are likely to receive much harsher sanctions, which may include points deductions, lengthy player suspensions, fines and (in extreme cases) relegation.
 
Regards
 
Philip George
SNEL Chairman
